SPAWNING PERIODS OF COMMON INSHORE FISHES ON THE FLORIDA EAST COAST
Environmental monitoring has been conducted continuously since 1976 at the Florida Power & Light Company St. Lucie Plant on Hutchinson Island, St. Lucie County, Florida. This note lists 96 fish species and 1 hybrid collected during this monitoring and the month(s) each was found in spawning condition.
METHODS
Fish were collected from the plant intake screens, by gill netting and trawling within 3.5 km of shore and by beach seining. All commercial and sport species were examined for spawning condition; other species were examined sporadically. Spawning condition was shown by extruded eggs or milt when pressure was applied ventrally or by enlarged gonads when the fish were examined internally.
RESULTS
Over 100,000 fishes representing 288 species were collected during the 8.5 years of monitoring through mid-1984. Fishes found in spawning condition are listed in Table 1 . Those marked with an asterisk were collected as adults year around and the spawning periods for these species are reasonably well defined. The remaining fishes were collected or examined on only one or a few occasions or did not occur year around. For these species, spawning months are accurate where given but spawning periods may not be well defined.
DISCUSSION
The Indian River region of east Florida, of which Hutchinson Island is a portion, is a transitional zone characterized by the overlap of warmtemperate Carolinian and tropical Caribbean fish faunas (Gilmore, 1977) . The fish assemblage found in the area thus varies seasonally and, depending on climatic conditions, from year to year. Spawning periods also vary considerably in this transitional area, based on the months when fishes were found in spawning condition (Table 1) .
Fish spawning off Hutchinson Island can be separated into three broad periods: fall-winter-spring (October through May), spring-summer-fall (March through October) and year around). For those species whose spawning periods are reasonably well defined, the yellowfin menhaden, pigfish, sparids and many of the sciaenids are fall-winterspring spawners. The blue runner, lane snapper, banded drum and gulf kingfish are spring-summer-fall spawners. Although individual bluefish, Atlantic bumper, Florida pompano, black margate and Spanish mackerel were found in spawning condition during the winter months (January, February and/or December), this was unusual and these species also are most likely springsummer-fall spawners. The bank cuskeel, southern kingfish, white mullet and leopard searobin are year-around spawners. Each of these three broad spawning groups are predominantly composed of Carolinian species, although tropical species, such as the silver porgy, lane snapper, black margate and white mullet, also are found.
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